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Dear Ombusdman team,

Unfortunately, I had no possibility to reply in time for the investigation into EC expert groups. In my personal
capacity, while professionally working for a non-profit research foundation SOMO (www.somo.nl), I have
been member of the Group of Experts on Banking Issue (GEBI) set up by DG Internal Market in 2010 –
2011. GEBI was dissolved in strange circumstances, basically because its unbalanced membership was
criticized (see the EC letter attached, but I can comment (e.g. the Commissioner did not know it was
dissolved)). The presentations made by the GEBI members during the GEBO meetings were never in
personal capacity but as representatives of a bank or other financial firm (see powerpoints on GEBI
website: http://ec.europa.eu/internal market/bank/committees/experts-group/index en.htm ). I tested on
purpose the system of “personal capacity” status by not signing the personal capaicty form (although I did
not represent anybody), to see how I would be pressed to sign, but I was never forced to sign in, I only
received once a reminder. I do not know if the financial sector representatives who were GEBI embers did
sign it.

For more information, do no hesitate to contact me. I will be easier and quicker to speak.

Yours sincerely,

M. Vander Stichele






