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Comments of the Commission in reply to a critical remark from the European
Ombudsman in her closing decision
- Complaint by Mr  ref. 2004/2013/PMC

In the decision closing the above-mentioned case, the Ombudsman addressed the following
critical remark to the Commission:

              
          
          
 

The Commission is pleased to inform the Ombudsman that, following an internal evaluation
of the documents in question and in light of the current factual and legal circumstances, it has
now decided to grant partial access (subject to the redaction of personal data only) to the
citizens' complaints and to the two Commission's letters to the UK authorities.

The Commission draws the Ombudsman's attention to the circumstance that all redactions of
citizens' personal data in complaints is based on the exception provided for in Article 4(1)(b)
of Regulation 1049/2001 and the relevant rules on data protection.

Enclosures:

1. Letter of 25 June 2013 from Mrs Reding, Vice-President of the Commission, to Mr
Hague, UK Foreign Secretary;

2. Letter of 26 July 2013 from the Director-General of the Commission's DG Justice to
the UK Permanent Representative to the EU;

3. Correspondence (18 complaints) from citizens from which personal data was redacted.
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