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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the consultation concerning the composition of European
expert groups. Attached are comments on behalf of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Please do not hesitate
to to reach out to me with any follow up questions.
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Director, Center for Global Regulatory Cooperation
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4. Where the Commission publishes calls for application for membership in expert groups, do 

you consider that these calls provide for selection criteria which sufficiently take into 

account the need for a balanced composition of expert groups? If not, where do you see 

room for improvement? In your view, could the Commission do more to raise awareness 

about these calls, with a view to encouraging applications? If so, what concrete steps could it 

take in this regard? 

When legislation or policy actions are proposed there should be an explicit reference to the 

formation of expert groups, including how to apply and the scope of responsibility. The expert 

groups should be more closely linked to other publicly available information.  

5. Do you have any experience in applying for membership in a Commission expert group? If 

so, did you face any problems in the application process? If not, are you aware of any such 

problems faced by civil society organisations? Based on your experience, do the costs 

inherent in participation/the lack of comprehensive reimbursement schemes discourage civil 

society organisations from applying for membership? 

N/A 

6. Please give us your views on which measures could contribute to a more balanced 

composition of Commission expert groups. 

It is important to invite anyone with the relevant knowledge to serve in an expert group, but the 

Commission should also seek out technical experts who may be outside the scope of parties typically 

consulted. “Balance” should be achieved by relying on those with different types of technical 

experience, such as academic, scientific, manufacturing, etc., and different geographical locations, 

including parties outside of the Member States who are nonetheless significant actors and 

stakeholders in the EU market. 

7. Do you have any other comments? 

There needs to be a better clarification of the role of expert groups, whether formal or informal, 

versus the role opinions and evidence gathered during stakeholder consultation. If expert opinions 

carry extra weight in the preparation and implementation of legislation and policy initiatives, the 

source of those opinions needs to be better scrutinized and separated from other forms of 

stakeholder consultation. Therefore, expert groups should be limited to those containing 

demonstrable technical expertise.  


