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From: Martin Cunniffe 
Sent: 25 November 2017 18:15
To: EO-CouncilConsultation
Subject: [EOWEB]  Council consultation - OI/2/2017
Attachments: LETTER TO IRISH TRANSPORT MINISTER VARADKAR (1).pdf

Sender 

Sender Martin Cunniffe 

To Council consultation - OI/2/2017 

Date Saturday, November 25, 2017 6:14:42 PM CET

Your data 

Part 1 - Contact information 

First name Martin 

Surname Cunniffe 

Gender 

E-mail address 

Language you would like to receive an answer in en - English 

Part 2 - Data 

To Council consultation - OI/2/2017 

Subject Council consultation - OI/2/2017 

Content 

Council consultation - OI/2/2017 

 I have two suggestions (both highlited) which I think would benefit the EU and make its institutions more 
relevant to its citizens. 

The European Ombudsman should cease its informal arrangement with the EU Petitions Committee, 
whereby it does not examine cases which it deems to have already being examined by the EU 
Petitions Committee. 

The attached letter came into my posession, which the EU Petitions Committee wrote to the now Taoiseach 
of Ireland finding that no consultation had been undertaken with Ireland's West / Northwest Region for 
ERDF funding. 

When I asked the EU Ombudsman to investigate the bigger failure of the European Commission to 
organise a proper consultation for the TEN-T which actually reached its primiary target group, I was advised 
over the phone of this informal arrangement and then formally written to as to the non-acceptance of my 
complaint. Even though it was an entirely seperate subject matter of complaint. 

As a result, every person living in this former Objective 1 Region has been discriminated against and 
excluded from the possibility of applying for core funding from the EUs largest infrastructure fund.  

I sought a review of the EU Ombudsman decision not to investigate my complaint and received an email of 
acknowledgement on September 7th, but nothing since. 

As an EU citizen, I am appauled that the EU institutions appear to be working in concert to foil very serious 
complaints such as this one. The rule of law should be respected and informal arrangements whereby an 
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EU Ombudsman feels they can not investigate matters already investigated by the EU Petitions Committee 
must stop. 

Ireland's government departments have very poor transparency of decision making, particularly in the area 
of transport, where the poorer of the two regions continuously looses out. Europe should not enable this. 

All public consultations should be sent directly to every regional authority individually. 
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