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Chief Parliamentary Ombudsman

Emily O'Reilly
European Ombudsman

The Parliamentary Ombudsmen E-mail: justitieombudsmannen@jo.se
Box 16327 Telephone: +46 8 786 40 00
SE-103 26 Stockholm Fax: +46 8 21 65 58
Visiting address: Västra Trädgårdsgatan 4 A www.jo.se

Dear Ombudsman O’Reilly,

Thank you for your letter of 03 February 2021 regarding your strategic inquiry
OI/2/2021/MMO into how the European Commission monitors EU funds used to
promote the right of persons with disabilities and older persons to independent
living, and for the opportunity to contribute to it by sharing some information.

Firstly, on the issue regarding how the right to independent living is being
implemented in Sweden, I would like to refer you to three decisions taken by my
colleague, the Parliamentary ombudsman Mr. Thomas Norling. One decision
concerns a person in a residential care home, another the right to home care
services for elderly persons temporarily resident in a municipality, and the third
assisted living for a disabled person. I enclose copies of these decisions and hope
that you will find this input useful to your inquiry.

If I may suggest, you might also find useful information regarding the
implementation of the right to independent living at the website of The Equality
Ombudsman https://www.do.se/other-languages/english/ or the Agency for
participation https://www.mfd.se/other-languages/ .

Secondly, I would like to comment on whether I consider it feasible and desirable
for ombudsmen to participate in national monitoring committees examining the
performance of EU-funded programmes. In my view, the answer to this question
would depend completely on the mandate and role of each specific ombudsman
institution. For example, the Swedish Parliamentary Ombudsmen is not as such a
fundamental rights body, but an extraordinary oversight body entrusted with the
task of reviewing the implementation of laws and other regulations in the public
sector. Given our mandate and role, it would probably not be feasible for our
institution to participate in such a monitoring committee. It could, however, of
course fall within the mandate of other ombudsman institutions to participate. Each
Member State would, I presume, need to analyse whether such participation would
be feasible and desirable.
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I wish you well with your important enquiry and welcome you to make this reply
available to the public on your website.

Your sincerely,

Enclosed:

Beslut 2019-01-31, Dnr 647-2017

Beslut 2020-06-23, Dnr 3063-2020

Protokoll 2020-03-04, Dnr O 10-2020
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