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The time taken by the European Commission to deal
with a request for public access to documents
concerning the transport of breeding cattle to non-EU
countries

Case 253/2021/MIG - Opened on 11/02/2021 - Decision on 19/03/2021 - Institution
concerned European Commission ( No maladministration found ) |

The complaint concerns a request to the European Commission for public access to a list
containing information, from Member State authorities, about exports of breeding cattle from
Germany to non-EU countries in the year 2020. The complainant objected to the failure by the
Commission do deal with his request within the applicable timeframe.

The Ombudsman found that the Commission was justified in extending the deadline for dealing
with the request, due to the exceptional nature of the information on the list. However, she
found that the Commission should have better explained the delay. The Ombudsman closed the
inquiry urging the Commission to reply to the complainant’s access request without further
delay.



